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HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS FOR PET OWNERS

Do not wait until the last minute to make evacuation plans when everyone, including your pet, is in a panic.  Prepare now to avoid a CATastrophe & those DOG day afternoons with these tips…

· Take your pets with you if you evacuate! 
· DO NOT LEAVE YOUR PETS HOME ALONE.  It could be days or possibly weeks before you could return home possibly causing starvation deaths.  Flooding could cause needless drowning deaths of pets left alone.  Insects or wild animals foraging for food can invade your home through structural damage caused by the storm creating a danger to your pet.  Due to structural damage to your home, your pet could escape and become lost. 

· Leashes with collars for all dogs and harnesses for all cats with ID tags already attached should be as ready to grab as your car keys.  Why not get them ready now.

· ID tags should have the pet’s name and the owner’s cell phone (home phones may be out of service for a long time.)  Pet Smart has a tag-making machine at the front of their stores.

· Have recent photos of your pets…in case you are separated.  Microchips (a rice-sized chip implanted under the skin) provide easy identification BUT only if you register your name, address, & phone number information with the microchip company.  Do it now before the storm.

· Carriers (labeled with owner information) large enough for your pet to stand up, turn around, and lay down comfortably should be ready for every pet.  Pet friendly shelters will require you to cage your pet.  (see more shelter info below)

· Be sure to have extra (3 weeks worth) of your pet’s medications, food, water, bowls, litter pan and litter, favorite toy, blanket or bed, poop scoop, plastic bags (for waste disposal) muzzle (if your pet is aggressive) at your home and ready to grab on the way out the door.  Can opener if you feed canned food that is not pop-top.  Bring a dose of flea, tick, and heartworm prevention too.

· Be sure your pet’s vaccinations are up-to-date and you have records for every pet to take with you.

· Bring a first aid kit with bandage material, antiseptic wipes, 

KNOW where you are going before you have to evacuate.  Friends and family out of the hurricane area are the best refuge.  As a last resort, there are pet friendly shelters (dogs and cats only) available in Pinellas, Pasco, and Hillsborough.
Pinellas County  

· Dunedin Middle School, 70 Patricia Ave. Dunedin, FL

· Oak Grove Middle School, 1370 So.  Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL

· Thurgood Marshall Middle School, 3901 22nd Ave. So., St. Petersburg, FL

YOU MUST pre-register to use the Pinellas County facilities by calling 727-582-2150 to request an application be mailed to you or completing an on-line application at the following web site: www.pinellascounty.org/animalservices/registration_red_cross.pdf   Pet must have a current Pinellas county license..

Pasco County

· Pine View Middle School, 5334 Parkway Blvd., Land O’Lakes, FL

YOU MUST pre-register and an application and other rules can be found at this website: http://www.pascoemergencymanagement.com/pets.html
Hillsborough County

· Sickles High School, 7950 Gunn Highway, Tampa, FL

· Burnett Middle School, 1010 Kingsway Rd., Seffner, FL

Visit the following web site to see local hotel/motel facilities that accept pets:  http://www.floridapets.net/petfriendlyshelters.html   Call ahead to verify availability and reserve a room.

After the storm has passed, walk pets on a leash for better control of where they go outdoors.  Keep cats in theirs crates if your home is damaged and allows possible escape routes.  Downed power lines, wild animals, snakes, and insects brought in by floodwaters could be a danger to your pets.  Do not allow your pet to eat or drink outside because sources could be contaminated.[image: image2.jpg]



_1284275293.bin

